EXTRA ECCLESIAM NULLA SALUS 


It is a dogma of divine faith that the Catholic Church is requisite 
for salvation. It is also perfectly certain that a man who dies aa 
non-member of the Church can attain to the beatific vision. Theo 
logians have had to keep both these facts in mind in explaining the 
axiom extra Ecclesiam nulla solus. We can distinguish four basically 
different explanations offered in modern times. 

The first interpretation would state the necessity of the Church tor 
salvation merely in function of our Lord’s command that all men shou! 
enter the society which He established. If this explanation should bk 
accurate, then the proposition extra Ecclesiam nulla salus would be 
restricted to mean: “No one who is culpably outside the Catholic 
Church can be saved.” 

Actually the Catholic teaching on the necessity of the Church for 
salvation goes far beyond the truth that a person who is outside the 
Church through his own fault is not in a position to enter heave. 
The Fourth Council of the Lateran teaches that: “There is one wr 
versal Church of the faithful, outside of which no one at all is saved.” 
The Decree for the Jacobites formulated by the Council of Florent 
“firmly believes, professes and teaches that none of those not existing 
within the Catholic Church, neither pagans nor Jews, heretxs add 
Schismatics, can become partakers of eternal life; but that they #t 
gbing to go into. the eternal fire which is prepared for the devil and his 
angels unless they become attached to it [the Catholic Church] before 
the end of. life,’ : 

Those statements would not be trie were the Church necessary St 
Salvation merely with the necessity of precept. The necessity of pe 
Cept .concerms. only. those. who are or who should be aware: thst * 
Commandment ‘exists. . The Councils the 
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that the Church is the ordinary means of salvation. Like its pre- 
decessor, this explanation falls afoul of the Conciliar pronouncements 
on the necessity of the Church. The Councils and the other organs of 
Catholic teaching which have stated the necessity of the Church insist 


the Church of Jesus Christ in order to achieve salvation. The state- 
went that the Church is the ordinary vehicle of salvation merely takes 
acount of the fact that men who die without being members of the 
tree Church of Jesus Christ may be saved. ‘The fact is unquestioned, 
bet it is not an explanation of the dogma as it appears in the pronounce- 
ments of the Church. arise 

The third interpretation is much more common. It, asserts that, in 
anter to be saved, a man must belong at least to the soul of the Catholic 
Chorch, This explanation is preferable to its two predecessors in that 
it takes account at least of the universal meaning attached to the: 
axiom extra Exclesiam nulla sahis. According: to the. proponerits of -. 
this interpretation no man whatsoever can be saved.unless he belongs 


in some way at least to the soul of the Catholic Church, . : 
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fo men in the indwelling of the Holy Ghost. de oe ee 
As far as these theologians ‘are concerned, en extn Beciese 
wile-salus means that there is no. salvation: 
bast in the state of 
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the institution which our Lord founded as the necessary vehicle ‘af 
salvation. ne 
On the other hand, when a man tries to explain the necessity of the 
Church for salvation. by Stressing the connection of the life of graze 
with the Church; he does not take inte account any immediate adher- 
ence of the person who is to be saved with the Church as such. The 
Conciliar pronouncements insist that no man can he saved outside the 
Church. The theologian who relies on the concept of the soul-of the 
Church simply insists that not only the person who is saved, but the 
very life of grace itself are sometimes to be found in non-members of 
the Church, . This is perfectly correct, but it is no adequate explane 
tion of the teaching proposed in the axiom extra Ecclesiams wudlax alts. 
Moreover this explanation is subject to disapproval on the grounds 
of terminology. “If we take the soul-of the Church to mean either God 


| ‘ofthe inbabitation ofthe Blessed Trinity in their souls, then eran 
the expressions “member of the soul of the Church” and: “beloaging 


ists of course’ when another, and an unfortin’ 
notion of the soul of the Church is used i 
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religious affiliation whatsoever cannot be saved and are Baing inte 
everlasting fire unless they attach themselves to the Roman Church he 
fore they <lie. ; 
Furthermore it explains the assertion of Pope Boniface VII in bis 
Unam Sanctam to the effect that outside the Catholic Church “there: 
is neither salvation nor the remission of sins.“ Both the beatific: 
vision and the forgiveness of sins are quite impossible apart from 
charity. Evidently, according to the Magisterium of the Church, 
that dynamic factor which enters into the process of justification and 
into the achievement of the Beatific Vision is something which tends - 
inexorably to bring a man within the actual unity of the Catholic 
Church. That union is vital and voluntary. On the part of the man 
who is already within the communion of the Catholic Church, the | 
amor fraternitatis demands a willingness to live and die within his owt © 
religious society. In the man who is not enrolled among the members: 
of the Church, it produces a real desire to enter and to remain in the | 
trae Church. The man who has charity belongs to the Church, at — 
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~ teaching on the necessity of the Catholic Church is the recognition 
| divinely revealed — to the effect that the love of God which 
disciples demands the unity of the Catholic 
Ch i ae 
march. In telling men that the Catholic Church is requisite for 
clear i 
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- Church works to bring men to believe our Lord’s teaching, and to love 
. the Trinne God and their fellow men with the true love of charity. 


Bat this very charity, towards which the missionary activity of the 


| Church is necessarily orientated, is a factor which demands the Church 
' itself. The love of charity is as it were out of place in any gathering 


apart from the Sheepfold of Jesus Christ which is the Roman Catholic 
Church, since the man who has charity must necessarily intend to 
ive and die within the Church, So it is that, even from the point of 


-view of those who benefit from the missionary activity of the Church, 


the insistence upon the axiom exira Ecclesiom nulla salus is essentially 


a recognition of the exigencies of charity. 
‘The missionary who offers his life to carry the faith and the Church 


to those places where the Church has not as’yet been properly estab- 
lished labors to bring men more than the “ordinary means of salva- 


ition.” He works to bring men to love God, and to offer them the very. 
-~ which their love for God will demand that they should join. 
Re brings them the society which alone holds authentically and 
indallibly the doctrine of Christ. He gives his people the opportunity 
‘o enter the institution which our Lord wills they should enter. 
The Missionary works in order that men may possess. the only. 
thimate and eternal happiness available to them. ‘Thuis he is moti- 


Vated by divine charity, seeking the glory of God and the perfect good. . 7 


of men, In exactly the same way he labors to fulfil the exigencies of - 
darity in those among whom he works. He strives to btitig them the ° 
ke hich the true love for God densands. Es 

Holy Father’s Encyclical Mystici Corporis. supports the theo- 
Tiered bbadee the dogma on the necessity of the Catholic . 
Church for salvation by stating that, in order to be saved a man must 
tither be a member of the Church of intend to. becomé a member. 
_ltfollows” says Pope Pius XE, “that those who are divided in faith 


», Soverament cannot be living ia one Body such as this, and cannot 
‘Spirit./* In other words the life ot 


be living the life of its one divine 
cy, Srpressed in the perfective: act of charity precludes any 
ess to dwellin the House af God. 
According to this traditional in aa which first appears in 
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Robert Bellarmine,* the Catholic Church is requisite for salvation 
the Sheepfold. tis the will of our Lory that they should really latent | 
to enter the Church, and that their intention should neither be ine 
trated nor neglected. “And other sheep I have that are not of dit 
fold: them also.I must bring, and they shall hear my voice and thet 


shall be one fold and one shepherd.” 
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